Successful outcome with methimazole and lithium combination therapy for propylthiouracil-induced hepatotoxicity.
To assess the efficacy and safety of combination therapy with methimazole and lithium carbonate in management of severe thyrotoxicosis and propylthiouracil-induced hepatotoxicity. We present a case report of a patient with severe thyrotoxicosis and worsening liver dysfunction after propylthiouracil therapy, and we review the pertinent literature. In a 49-year-old man with severe thyrotoxicosis and propylthiouracil-induced hepatotoxicity, indices of liver function continued to increase despite discontinuation of propylthiouracil treatment. Adjunctive therapy with methimazole and lithium resulted in prompt remission of clinical manifestations and normalization of thyroid hormone indices, as well as a gradual reversal of liver dysfunction. Adjunctive therapy with methimazole and lithium is synergistic in promptly achieving a euthyroid state. Therefore, this combination therapy provides a safe and effective alternative option in patients with thyrotoxicosis associated with propylthiouracil-induced hepatotoxicity.